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How does light travel?
Substantive Knowledge – What will we learn?

To know that light appears to travel in 
straight lines

To use the idea that light travels in 
straight lines to explain that objects 
are seen because they give out or 
reflect light into the eye.

To use the idea that light travels 
in straight lines to explain why 
shadows have the same shape 
as the objects that cast them.

Core Vocabulary
refraction - happens when light changes 
direction, or bends, when it moves from 
one material to another.
wave dispersion - the idea that the 
frequency of a wave influences its speed  
absence of light - darkness, the physical 
condition of absence of light
artificial - made, produced, or performed by 
human beings often following a natural model 
or process

Disciplinary Knowledge – How will we 
learn?

- Describe and compare
- Identify structure and function
- Identify similarities and differences
- Observe changes 


