
History Knowledge Organiser 
Year 1

Autumn (ii)
What toys did nanny play with and do girls have to 

play with the same toys today?

Substantive Knowledge -  Toys have changed over time
Toys have changed over time.
In the past, toys may not have been as safe to play with as they are now; they may have had 
sharp edges or have been made from unsafe materials.  Today, toys are often made from plastic 
or foam.

Not many children played with toys which were battery operated when nanny and 
grandad were young.
Batteries were more expensive and bigger.  Not many people owned rechargeable batteries or 
chargers.

    Oldest               Old                   New                   

Grandad’s            Daddy’s                   My
Train                      Train                     Train

old battery operated toy
Played with by grandad new battery operated toy

Played with today

Old New



Chronological order – in time order
Timeline – showing the time order

Generation – a group of people born in the same time period

Today, boys and girls can play with each others toys.

Portable Knowledge - What we need 
to remember
Toys have changed over time. 
Nannies and grandads would not have had 
many battery operated toys when they 
were young.
Boys and girls can play with the same toys 
today.

battery operated toy
owned by nanny

Old New

battery operated toy
owned today

In the past, sometimes, boys had to play with boys’ toys and girls had to play with girls’ toys. 
Today, toys can be played with by all children.  

Core Vocabulary

Boys and girls 
sometimes played 
with different toys.

Is it still the same 
today?

Today, boys and girls can play 
with the same toys.


