
History Knowledge Organiser 

Year 1

Autumn (i)

How have toys changed over time?

Substantive Knowledge - Toys have changed over time. Our 
mums and dads, nanas and grandads played with different toys 
than us. 

Toys have changed over time.
Throughout time, toys have changed a lot from the materials they use to make them to who plays
with certain toys. Mum’s and dad’s played with different toys than the ones we play with now.

Some toys were made from different materials
In the past, children's toys were made of natural materials such as wood, clay, and stone. Over
time, toys have developed are many toys are now made with rubber and plastic.

Oldest               Old                   New                   

Grandad’s            Daddy’s                   My

Train                      Train                     Train

old wooden toy car
Played with by grandad

new plastic toy car
Played with today

Old New



childhood – the time when you are a child

past– what happened before 

order– putting things in time of when they happened

history - what happened in the past

How do we know if a toy is old or new?

Portable Knowledge - What we need to 

remember

Toys have changed over time.
Nannies and grandads would not
have had many plastic toys and
would of played with wooden or clay
toys. Now boys and girls play with
very different toys that are made of
plastic and rubber.

Wooden dolls 
house
owned by nanny

Old New

Plastic dolls 
house
owned today

In the past, toys were less colourful because they were made using 
more basic materials. Today, we have more colourful toys because we 
are able to use different materials. 

Core Vocabulary

Boys and girls
sometimes played
with different toys.

Is it still the same
today?

Today, boys and girls can play 
with the same toys.


